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What Happens When a Physician’s NYS
Workers’ Compensation Board Authorization is
at Risk?

Physicians treating injured workers or performing Independent Medical
Examinations in New York must maintain active Workers’ Compensation Board

authorization to participate in the program and bill for services.

When authorization is denied, delayed, or at risk of revocation, the consequences can include loss of
treatment eligibility, reimbursement disruption, and potential exposure to licensure review. Abrams
Fensterman represents New York physicians navigating WCB authorization, reauthorization, and IME

participation challenges.
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Physicians experiencing WCB authorization issues may face a range of consequences that

extend well beyond the immediate administrative matter:
? Loss of ability to treat workers’ compensation patients
? Suspension or termination of IME eligibility

? Denial or clawback of reimbursement for services already rendered

? Potential exposure to licensure review or disciplinary proceedings

) [

) [

) [

o [ ? Increased regulatory scrutiny from the Board
) [

o [ ? Reputational and financial harm

Early intervention matters. The longer an authorization issue goes unaddressed, the greater
the risk that it expands from an administrative problem into a broader professional or regulatory

one.

WCB Authorization, Reauthorization, and Provider Status
Defense

WCB Authorization and Reauthorization

WCB authorization governs whether a physician is eligible to treat injured workers and receive
compensation under the New York system, and reauthorization is the periodic renewal process
that confirms continued eligibility and compliance. When reauthorization is delayed, denied, or
conditioned on corrective steps, physicians need to act quickly. A lapse in authorized status
affects their ability to bill, treat, and participate, and the process can be navigated more effectively

with experienced counsel.




Participating Provider Status and Revocation Defense

Participating provider status is the foundational designation that allows a physician to be
recognized and compensated within the Workers’ Compensation system, and revocation or
threatened revocation of that status can effectively exclude a physician from the program entirely.
Responding promptly to any Board notice of threatened revocation or nonrenewal is essential.
The attorneys at Abrams Fensterman work with physicians to evaluate the grounds asserted,

prepare a defense, and engage with the Board to seek reinstatement or preserve existing status.

IME Authorization and Approval Challenges

Physicians who perform Independent Medical Examinations must obtain and maintain separate
Board approval specific to IME work, with requirements that go beyond general WCB participation
status. When IME authorization is denied, delayed, or jeopardized by a compliance inquiry, the
financial and professional impact is immediate. Legal counsel experienced in WCB regulatory
matters can help identify the source of the problem and develop a resolution strategy before the

issue affects your ability to practice and your money!

WCB Provider Agreements and Compliance
Obligations

WCB provider agreements set out the documentation, billing, reporting, and conduct standards
physicians must meet to remain in good standing with the Board. Compliance failures, whether
related to recordkeeping, billing practices, or response to Board inquiries, are among the most
common triggers for authorization review. Hiring effective counsel is the most effective way to

avoid a disruption.


https://www.wcb.ny.gov/content/main/hcpp/IndMedExaminers.jsp

Responding to WCB Inquiries and
Administrative Proceedings

A WCB inquiry or notice of administrative action is a formal event that requires a formal,
strategic response. Not a routine administrative reply. Physicians who proceed without legal
counsel often inadvertently narrow their options or create a record that complicates their
defense.

Early involvement of experienced healthcare regulatory counsel is one of the most important

decisions a physician facing WCB scrutiny can make.

When WCB Issues Intersect With Licensure
and Disciplinary Risk

WCB authorization problems do not always stay contained to the Workers’ Compensation system.
Depending on the nature of the underlying issue, a Board action can trigger referrals to the Office

of Professional Medical Conduct (OPMC) or other regulatory bodies. Physicians with active WCB

authorization concerns should evaluate the broader regulatory exposure with counsel before

taking any steps that might be interpreted by multiple agencies simultaneously.


https://www.abramslaw.com/practice-areas/health-law/opmc-process/
https://www.abramslaw.com/practice-areas/health-law/opmc-process/

Call: (516) 368-9430

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the NYS Workers’ Compensation Board authorization for
physicians?


tel:5163689430
/attorneys/jordan-fensterman/

WCB authorization is the Board approval that allows a physician to treat injured workers and receive
reimbursement under the New York State Workers’ Compensation system. Without active
authorization, a physician cannot bill for workers’ compensation services or perform IMEs under the

program.

What happens if my WCB reauthorization is denied?

A reauthorization denial means your authorization lapses, which ends your ability to treat workers’
compensation patients and bill for related services. The denial may also escalate into a participating
provider revocation proceeding. Physicians should seek legal counsel immediately upon receiving a
denial notice.

Can the WCB revoke a physician’s participating provider status?

Yes. The Workers’ Compensation Board has authority to revoke, suspend, or condition a physician’s
participating provider status based on compliance failures, billing irregularities, documentation
deficiencies, or other grounds. A threatened revocation should be treated as a formal legal
proceeding requiring a prepared defense.

What are the requirements to perform IMEs under the NYS WCB?

Physicians must obtain specific Board approval to conduct Independent Medical Examinations,
separate from general WCB patrticipation status. Requirements include credentialing, training
compliance, and ongoing adherence to Board standards. Issues with any of these elements can
affect IME eligibility.

Can WCB authorization problems affect my medical license?

Yes, in certain circumstances. Depending on the nature of the underlying conduct, a WCB
administrative action can trigger a referral to the Office of Professional Medical Conduct or other
licensing authorities. This is one reason early legal intervention in WCB matters is strongly
advisable.



What should I do if | receive a WCB inquiry or audit notice?

Do not respond without first consulting an attorney experienced in healthcare regulatory matters.
How you respond to a WCB inquiry can shape the direction of the entire proceeding. An Abrams
Fensterman attorney can review the notice, evaluate your exposure, and help you respond in a way
that protects your interests.

How long does WCB reauthorization take in New York?

Standard reauthorization timelines vary and can be affected by documentation completeness, Board
workload, and whether any compliance questions have been raised. When reauthorization is
delayed beyond normal processing windows, Abrams Fensterman’s legal counsel can help identify
the cause and engage with the Board to move the process forward.

Do | need a lawyer for a WCB authorization or reauthorization issue?

Any matter involving a denial, threatened revocation, Board inquiry, or compliance proceeding
warrants a legal consultation. The consequences of a misstep, including loss of authorization, billing
disruption, and potential licensure exposure, make early legal review strongly advisable.

Related WCB Resources for Physicians
WCB Success Stories

Representative outcomes for physicians facing WCB authorization, reauthorization, and
participation challenges.

WCB Reauthorization Denial and Appeal for Physicians

What triggers a denial, what the appeal timeline looks like, how to respond to conditional
reauthorization, and what documentation the Board typically requires.




IME Authorization and Approval Challenges

IME-specific approval requirements, common disqualifying factors, and defense strategy
when IME eligibility is threatened or revoked.

Participating Provider Status Revocation Defense

What a revocation notice triggers, the administrative hearing process, and what

reinstatement looks like.

WCB Provider Agreement Compliance for Physicians

Documentation standards, billing compliance, reporting obligations, and how to conduct a

self-audit before a Board inquiry arrives.

Responding to WCB Inquiries and Administrative Proceedings

What the inquiry process looks like, what types of Board actions exist, how to respond
without creating a worse record, and when to involve counsel.

Request a Consultation

Protect Your Ability to Participate in the WCB
System

If you are experiencing issues with Workers’ Compensation Board authorization,
reauthorization, participating provider status, or ability to perform IMES, it is important to act
promptly.

Jordan Fensterman helps physicians address WCB challenges with practical guidance,

regulatory insight, and a focus on protecting their ability to continue treating patients,

performing authorized work, and maintaining professional standing.
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